《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – 2 Timothy》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
According to the promise of life; called to be an apostle according to the promise of life; for the purpose, namely, of furthering the knowledge of it. The blessings which come upon believers are according to the gracious purpose and promise of God in Jesus Christ. 

Verse 2
Beloved son; spiritually, Paul having been the means of his conversion. When true religion leads one person to be the means of converting another, it forms between them a most affectionate and lasting bond of union. 

Verse 3
From my forefathers; as I have received from them, both by example and precept, the duty of living in all good conscience before God. Acts 23:1. True religion is in all ages the same. Pious ancestors had the same spirit, and were accepted of God in the same way, with their pious posterity. 

Verse 4
Thy tears; when they parted. 

Filled with joy; in meeting him again. 

Verse 6
Stir up; as one does a smouldering fire, that it may burn brighter. This was to be done by the vigorous exercise of the gift of God; that was in him; the spiritual gifts, namely, that had been imparted to him by the Holy Ghost in connection with the laying on of hands. Compare 1 Timothy 4:14, and 1 Corinthians 12:1-31, where among spiritual gifts are named "the word of wisdom," "and the word of knowledge." Verse 2 Timothy 1:8. The faith and love of parents and grandparents will not save their children or grandchildren; they also must exercise faith and love themselves, and be active in discharging their appropriate duties. 

Verse 7
Fear; timidity and cowardice, manifested in shrinking from arduous and dangerous services. 

Power; energy and courage in meeting and overcoming difficulties. 

Verse 8
The testimony of our Lord; the work of testifying for Christ. 

Partaker; with me and all the faithful. 

The afflictions of the gospel; those which they were called to suffer in preaching it. 

According to the power of God; as manifested in the manner described in the following verse, and which manifestation is to us a pledge that he will always be with us, and support us in our trials. Those who delight in the company of Christians when they are in prosperity, are in danger of being ashamed of them and of forsaking them when in adversity. 

Verse 9
Given us-before the world began; given us in God’s eternal purpose. 

Verse 10
Abolished death; put an end to its dominion over believers, and will finally deliver them for ever from its power. 

Brought-to light; revealed with greater clearness an immortal, glorious life for all believers. The eternal purpose of God to save his people is manifested by the gift of his Son to make atonement, and of the Holy Spirit to renew their hearts and lead them to devote life to his service. 

Verse 12
For the which cause; on account of preaching this gospel. 

To keep that; his soul and all its concerns. 

That day; the day of judgment. The reproaches which haters of God and his cause sometimes cast on his people, and the sufferings thus caused, only increase their confidence in him, and their assurance that, as they are here called to suffer for him, they shall hereafter reign with him. 

Verse 13
The form of sound words; the doctrines and duties of the gospel, as preached by Paul. 

Verse 14
That good thing; that good charge or trust, namely, the office of preaching the gospel and presiding over the interests of the church. 

By the Holy Ghost; by his aid. 

Verse 15
All they-in Asia; Asia in the narrower sense, the proconsular province of Asia, of which Ephesus was the capital. The word "all" is to be understood popularly of a general defection, for he immediately mentions one man of Asia who had remained faithful. 

Verse 16
Onesiphorus; a Christian of Asia, chap 2 Timothy 4:19. 

Refreshed me; supplied my wants. 

My chain; by which he was bound to the soldier who kept him. Compare Acts 28:16. 

Verse 18
True religion gives a man hearty, steadfast friends, who, in trials when others turn away, will stand by him, sympathize with him, and if possible render him any aid which he needs. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 2
The things that thou hast heard-among many witnesses; the solemn charge of doctrine and practice committed by the apostle to Timothy in the presence of many witnesses. Ability and disposition to teach the truths of gospel from love to God and to men, are essential qualifications in ministers of Christ; and none who do not possess them, should be introduced into the sacred office. 

Verse 3
Endure hardness; such hardships as he would meet with in preaching the gospel. 

Verse 4
Warreth; enlists as a soldier. 

The affairs of this life; the various kinds of business which other men pursue. 

Please him; his commander, by devoting himself undividedly to his service. So Timothy must devote himself wholly to Christ in the work of the gospel. 

Verse 5
Lawfully; according to the laws which, in the Grecian games to which the apostle alluded, governed those who sought the prize. 

Verse 6
The husbandman; must first labor, according to the laws which God has established, before he can be partaker of the fruits. So with ministers. Verses 2 Timothy 2:4-5. 

Verse 7
Understanding; of the instruction which what he had said was suited to convey. Consideration and divine teaching are both needful in order to a right understanding of truth and duty. All should therefore exercise the one and seek the other. In so doing, they will find that there is no inconsistency between human agency and human dependence-that both are true and operate in delightful harmony together. 

Verse 8
Was raised from the dead; so that you serve a risen Saviour, able to bestow upon you a glorious reward. 

Verse 9
Wherein I suffer trouble; in the preaching of which gospel. 

Is not bound; opposers cannot prevent its progress. 

Verse 10
The elect’s sake; those whom God has chosen to salvation. 

Verse 11
If we be dead with him; with Christ. See notes to Romans 6:3-11. 

Verse 12
Suffer; suffer with him. 

Verse 13
Faithful; to all his promises and threatenings. 

Deny himself; be untrue to his own character and declarations. The words can and cannot, like many other words in the Bible, are used in different senses; and if we would understand them correctly, we must consider the subject about which they are spoken, and the connection in which they stand. 

Verse 14
Subverting of the hearers; turning them away from the truth. 

Verse 15
Dividing the word of truth; communicating to each the portion suited to his wants. 

Verse 16
They will increase; or they, that is, the men who are given to these babblings, will proceed to more ungodliness. Compare chap. 2 Timothy 3:13. 

Verse 17
Their word; their pernicious teachings. 

Will eat as doth a canker; will eat into the spiritual body as a mortifying sore spreads through the natural body. The words describe both the malignant nature and the contagious character of false teachings. 

Verse 18
That the resurrection is past already; perhaps they explained the doctrine of the resurrection figuratively of the regeneration of men’s souls by the grace of the gospel. 

Verse 19
The foundation; Jesus Christ, on whom are built the church of God and the hopes of his people. Isaiah 28:16; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; Ephesians 2:19-22. 

This seal; this double inscription written upon it. 

Knoweth-his; and will keep them from the seductions of the wicked. This gives one mark of the true believer. 

Depart from iniquity; this gives the other mark. All who are on "the foundation of God" exhibit both these marks. 

Verse 20
A great house; which here represents the visible church of God. 

Vessels of gold and of silver-of wood and of earth; a figurative way of saying that in Christ’s visible church there will be found the precious and the vile. Compare the parables of the tares in the field, Matthew 13:24-30; Matthew 13:36-43, and of the net cast into the sea, verses Matthew 13:47-50. 

Verse 21
Purge himself from these; these vessels of dishonor, by avoiding them and their defilement. 

Verse 22
Men must not only believe on Christ, but live pure and holy lives, in order to be saved. 

Verse 25
Instruction is a great means of leading men to repentance; but while it is their duty without delay to repent, they are so wicked that without the grace of God they never will do it. Repentance when exercised is therefore the gift of God. 

Verse 26
The snare of the devil; set to ruin them, by inducing them to embrace error. Temptations to embrace error are snares of the devil in order to ruin men. From such snares all who have been caught are bound, by believing and obeying the truth, to recover themselves. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
In the last days; see note to 1 Timothy 4:1. 

Verse 3
Truce-breakers; faithless men, who break treaties and refuse to fulfil their engagements. 

Incontinent; not restraining their fleshly lusts. 

Verse 4
Heady; rash, reckless. 

High-minded; puffed up with a high opinion of themselves. 

Verse 5
Having a form of godliness; having only its external form. These words mark the men whose character the apostle has drawn in such dark colors, as only outwardly members of the church of Christ. 

Denying the power; showing by their lives that they have not the spirit of true religion, and have not experienced its renewing and sanctifying power. 

Turn away; do not associate with or acknowledge them as Christians, and do nothing to countenance their errors. The great apostasy from the faith and practice of the gospel which has been and still is witnessed in the world, and which is manifested by its leaders exalting themselves as ecclesiastical and civil rulers, loving and amassing large sums of money, inducing men and women to stifle natural affection, to break away from and not to enter into family connections, falsely accusing men of heresy and putting them to death for reading and obeying the Bible, living in luxury and sinful pleasures, and at the same time abounding in forms and ceremonies of religion and bitterly opposing its spirit-was clearly foretold in the Bible. This is evidence that the Bible was given by the inspiration of God; and thus the wickedness of the wicked is an illustration of his truth. Romans 3:7. 

Verse 6
This sort; of false teachers. 

Creep into houses; go slyly into families. 

Lead captive; get the confidence, and thus control the conscience and the purse of weak and wicked women. Inducing weak and silly women to repose such confidence in their spiritual guide as to reveal to him their secret feelings and conduct, and answer his polluted and polluting questions, is one of the most effectual ways of making them his captives, and leading them unhesitatingly into the most abominable transgressions. 

Verse 7
Ever learning; from their false teachers what they would have them believe and do. 

Never able; under such teachers, to know the truths of the gospel. Compare Matthew 15:14. 

Verse 8
Jannes and Jambres; traditional names of two of the Egyptian magicians. 

Withstood Moses; Exodus 7:11. 

These; these corrupt teachers. 

Resist the truth; by pretending to be Christ’s, and yet opposing his truth. 

Verse 9
No further; in their propagation of error and wickedness, than God shall suffer them. 

As theirs also was; the folly of Jannes and Jambres, who pretended to work miracles when they did not. In opposing what is good and in promoting what is evil, men will proceed no further than God shall suffer them; and when he sees best, he will make their folly and wickedness manifest to all. 

Verse 11
Antioch-Iconium-Lystra; Acts 13:14; Acts 13:45; Acts 13:50; Acts 14:2; Acts 14:5; Acts 14:19. 

Verse 13
Men who knowingly seduce others into sin become more and more wicked, and in deceiving others they often deceive themselves, to their own destruction. 

Verse 14
Continue thou; to believe, preach, and practise the truths learned from the Scriptures and from the preaching of Paul. 

Verse 15
Holy Scriptures; of the Old Testament. All who have the Bible may, and if they rightly treat it will, become wise to salvation; and if they do not, it will be their own fault. 

Verse 16
Inspiration of God; God directed the men who wrote it what to write, and how to write it, that as a rule of faith and practice for men it might be perfect. 

For doctrine; the communication of instruction. 

For reproof; to show men their sins. 

For correction; to reclaim them. 

For instruction; in what is right, and the presentation of the highest and best motives to induce men to do it. As all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and like its author is perfect, and as it tends to make perfect all who believe and obey it, it should with the least possible delay be put into the hands of all people. 

Verse 17
The man of God; especially the religious teacher. 

Perfect, thoroughly furnished; prepared and furnished on all sides. 

Unto all good works; pertaining to him as a teacher. These include his life as well as his labors. As the Lord said to dead matter, "Let there be light," and there was light, Genesis 1:3; Psalms 33:6, Hebrews 1:2; so he speaks in Scripture to dark, dead souls, and they become light in the Lord. He who breathed into man the breath of life, and made him a living soul, breathed into Scripture a life-giving power. Hence it is called quick or life-giving and powerful, Hebrews 4:12, converting the soul. "The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." John 6:63. Hence too the reason why the man of sin, whose domain is like the valley of dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision, Ezekiel 37:1-10, is opposed to giving Scripture free course among his people. If he should, it would cause a shaking among those bones, clothe them with sinews and flesh, and the Spirit whose breath it is would breathe into them spiritual life, and they would stand up for God an exceeding great army. Thus would God consume popery with the spirit of his mouth, and destroy it with the brightness of his coming. 2 Thessalonians 2:8. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
Quick; living. 

Appearing; in glory to judge the world. 

Kingdom; which shall then be fully consummated. 

Verse 2
In season; at regular times of public worship. 

Out of season; at occasional seasons, when it can be done to advantage. 

Verse 3
Sound doctrine; such as is revealed in the word of God, and adapted to promote the spiritual good of men. 

Teachers; who will not condemn their favorite sins. 

Itching ears; wishing for new teachers and new doctrines, and multiplying those who will amuse and flatter them. 

Verse 4
Turn away-from the truth; because it condemns them. 

Fables; mystical speculations and frivolous stories. 

Verse 5
Watch; be sober, earnest, and vigilant, as the original word implies. 

Evangelist; a minister of Christ, who went from place to place preaching the gospel, gathering churches, and assisting in establishing the institutions of Christianity. 

Make full proof of thy ministry; or, as in the margin, fulfil thy ministry; discharge its duties faithfully and thoroughly. While ministers of Christ have opportunity they should be most diligently and conscientiously employed in preaching the gospel, as they do not know how soon their opportunities will cease. 

Verse 6
Offered; poured out as a drink-offering. My blood is about to be poured out for my attachment to Christ. 

Verse 7
A good fight; more literally, the good fight; that, namely, prescribed to me by my Lord. The word in the original is one used of the Grecian games. Compare 1 Corinthians 9:26; 1 Timothy 6:12. 

Finished my course; the Christian race appointed me. This is another allusion to the Grecian games. Compare Philippians 3:12-14. 

Verse 8
To the faithful minister, the close is the most joyful period of life. Evils, natural and moral, are behind, and all before is blessedness and glory. 

Verse 10
Having loved; this life and its enjoyments so much that he left Rome to avoid the danger of losing them. 

Verse 11
Luke; the writer of the gospel. 

Mark; Acts 12:25; Acts 13:5; Acts 15:37; Colossians 4:10. 

Verse 13
The parchments; skins prepared, on which the more costly of the ancient books were written. Whether these were the writings of the apostle, or the writings of others, or merely materials for writing, is not known. 

Verse 15
Ministers of the gospel are bound to be wise as well as harmless; to foresee evils and avoid them. Although they are not to be afraid of men, they are to beware of them; and so to act as not needlessly to put themselves in their power. 

Verse 16
My first answer; his first hearing, probably during his present imprisonment, before the Roman emperor or a court commissioned by him. The word first implies a subsequent hearing which he had already had or expected soon to have. 

Verse 17
Out of the mouth of the lion; according to some, literally, by being saved from death by wild beasts. According to others, the words are figuratively spoken of the Roman emperor Nero. 

Verse 18
From every evil work; not from persecution even to death, for this the apostle expected; but from receiving any spiritual injury through the evil works of his enemies. God would keep his faith steadfast amid all his trials, and grant him a perfect and everlasting victory over them. Should godly ministers or private Christians in the hour of death be absent from earthly friends, they will not be alone. That Friend who loves them, and can do for them infinitely more than all others, will be with them; and when flesh and heart fail, he will be the strength of their heart, and their portion for ever. Psalms 73:26. 

Verse 19
The household of Onesiphorus; see note to chap 2 Timothy 1:16. 

